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Education and training in the penitentiary environment are the prerequisite for promoting the cultural and
civil growth of the detained person and require specific attention from the pedagogical and adult education,
so that it is possible to promote training paths and processes capable of contributing to a profound and
significant redefinition of the life project of the detained person.

In European penitentiary contexts, the role of education and training should now be consolidated as a means
and an end to offer the detained person the possibility of giving space to all that knowledge that opens to
critical thinking, reflexivity, life skills, the conscious choice of one's own individual action and to develop the
desire for one's own future. An opportunity that proves to be the preferential path for future work and social
integration, for the redefinition of one's knowledge and skills, for the assumption of responsibility towards
oneself and others. The complexity of penal systems, the different skills involved in the education of prisoners
and the impacts of these systems require a complete analysis to promote improvements and innovations. An
interdisciplinary approach is necessary to better understand all types of possible scenarios. In Europe, each
country has different approaches, policies and organizational models regarding penitentiary institutions;
consequently, the pedagogical and educational approaches followed by each nation are different, also
depending on the political context.

This call for papers of Form@re is divided in two sections: one dedicated to invite contributions from
professors, researchers etc. that explore various dimensions of education within penitentiary institutions and
prison settings across different European countries. The second section is dedicated to students only. We
encourage students to take an innovative approach in their research and to consider interdisciplinary
perspectives. Originality, critical thinking, and a strong grounding in relevant literature are key criteria for
selection. We welcome submissions that employ various methodologies, including qualitative, quantitative,
comparative, and case study approaches. Interdisciplinary perspectives are particularly welcome, as they can
provide a holistic understanding of the complex issues at hand.

Contributions by Researchers

In this section, we seek scholarly contributions based on studies conducted on penitentiary systems and
education related to prison settings and criminality. The goal is to deepen the understanding of the following
topics:

1. Basic Features of Penitentiary Systems: analysis of the structural and operational characteristics of any
penitentiary system in Europe. This includes an examination of legal frameworks, institutional arrangements,
and education practices.
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2. Rehabilitation Actors: identification and evaluation of the various actors who play significant roles in the
educational process within any prison system of Europe and the civil society to fight criminality. This includes
governmental agencies, non-governmental organizations/Civil society organisations, social workers,
educators, and volunteers.

3. Evaluation of Results and Impact: presentation and discussion of national official data on the results and
impacts of penitentiary systems through and educational lens. This encompasses recidivism rates, inmate
reintegration success, and overall effectiveness of rehabilitation programmes.

4. Discussion with Insiders: insights from discussions with prison staff, inmates, and other insiders regarding
rehabilitation issues. Topics include the involvement of different actors, planned and executed activities,
existing rules, and the influence of cultural and social factors on rehabilitation outcomes.

5. Strengths and Weaknesses: critical analysis of the strengths and weaknesses of any prison system in
Europe, with a focus on identifying educational best practices and areas for improvement.

6. Education for people subjected to criminals’ blackmail: analysis of education initiatives addressed to
people who are threatened by criminals’ blackmail like former mafiosi, criminals’ wifes, former prostitutes.
Topics include the kind of learning actions that are being provided by policy makers (macro level), institutions
and organisations (meso level), concrete interventions (micro level) in order to promote their learning in a
transformative and emancipatory perspective.

7. Theoretical contributions and reflections: debate and analysis on contemporaneous ideas and issues of
relevance to education and training in the penitentiary environment and outside.

Contributions by Students

This section is dedicated to students who are engaged in studies related to criminology, sociology, law,
psychology, education, and related fields. We invite submissions that address the following themes:

1. Exploratory Studies: research papers or essays that explore the basic features of the penitentiary systems
in any country in Europe. This may include comparisons between these systems within European countries.

2. Role of Education in Rehabilitation: analysis of the role of educational programs in the rehabilitation of
inmates. Topics may include the types of educational activities offered, participation rates, and the impact of
education on inmates' post-release outcomes.

3. Case Studies: detailed case studies of specific prisons or educational programs within the target countries.
These studies should highlight good practices, challenges faced, and possible developments.

4. Interviews and Surveys: research based on interviews or surveys with inmates, prison staff, or
rehabilitation professionals. Insights into personal experiences, perceptions of rehabilitation processes, and
suggestions for improvement are particularly valuable.

5. Policy Recommendations: papers that propose policy recommendations for enhancing the effectiveness
of education and rehabilitation programs in prison settings. Recommendations should be based on evidence
and best practices observed in the target countries or other relevant contexts.

Authors of Articles and Experiences/Reflections may take part in the Working Group “Criminality and
Education” that will collect proposals for future trans-continental partnerships in the view of the next
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international Conference supported by the International Adult and Continuing Education Hall of Fame
(IACEHOF, https://halloffame.outreach.ou.edu/) and promoted by the University of Florence, Italy
(https://www.hoflorence.unifi.it/). The Conference will be held in Florence on 7*"-9" November 2024.

Submission Guidelines:

Each manuscript in form of Article shall be up to 50.000 characters in length (spaces, references,
cover page included). The cover page must contain a title, an abstract and up to 5 key words. See the
editing rules and template below.

Each manuscript in form of Experience/Reflection shall be up to 30.000 characters in length (spaces,
references, cover page included). A short abstract and up to 5 key words are required. See the editing
rules and template below.

Each manuscript should have a cover page with author’s names and affiliations (besides the abstract
and key words). The editors will remove all the personal details for a double-blind peer review

process.
Follow the guidelines of the journal to submit your contribution:
https://oaj.fupress.net/index.php/formare/about/submissions.

In order to submit as an  Author you will need to register  at

https://oaj.fupress.net/index.php/formare/about/submissions.

Submitted papers should not have been previously published nor currently under consideration for
publication elsewhere.

Completed manuscripts will be submitted only via the Form@re Platform
(https://oaj.fupress.net/index.php/formare/about/submissions).

Languages: English, Italian, Hungarian, Greek.

Deadline for submission: September 2024, 15™.

Publication of the Issue: December 2024.

For further enquiries please contact: mariarita.mancaniello@unisi.it
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